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.= TWhile Michael

.=~ Enriquez is driv-

* = ~ing horne from

- T«Twork on 14 near

T --Sanford, the

- =L fFirestorie tire

.2~ Comes apart, its

"= ~Tread peeling off.

. "~TThe Explorer gaes --

.=~ put of centrel,

~ ~Tgosses the medi-

. “Zan, flips and

.- grashes head-on

2 -into a car driven

=By Douglas

=7 George Gibson of

3 "::,‘fDr!.ando, who is

- T*xilled. Enriquez
- suffers a broken

- feck and is para-
_i# 2 yzed from the
" ~Ehoulders down.

_éjr'-BENE STUTZMAN ! SENTINEL STAFF WRITER
P in, W SANFORD

8 he tire was a Firestone ATX, the subject of one of
L - the nation’s biggest consumer-product recalls. Mil-

lions of Americans read or-heard news reporis '

" Zbout it in 2000 and 2001, warning that it was dangerous.
i _Zé_ut for a decade this particular tire was just a spare,
'bqij.ed to the underside of an aging Ford Explorer
- A lowsuit settled in October revealed how In 2005 — long
after consumers and rmechanics had stopped checking —
. s tire did exactly what safety officials feared: Tt shredded

_ at 65 mph.

__ Rotated into service on
. -the. right rear hub of the
1093 sport utility vehicle,
““the tive flew apart.on Inter- then stepped away as there
. -state 4 near Sanford, and Was nothing I could do but
- the Explorer went out of pray” she wrote in a state-
. eontrol. _ment for the Florida High-
.- Its driver, Michael Enri- way Patrol.
“-gaez, a Deltona father of Before the accident, the
“foir on his way home from Explorer passed ‘through a
" work, hitthe brakes. Theve- long chain of owners, in-

across the median to see if
we could help. I looked in
pach of the vehicles and

.- Louisville, Ky., where
_it's placed on a2 1993

. ‘hicle skidded across the me-
“dian, flipped and plowed
_héad-on -into an Infinitl
" driven by Douglas George
- Gibson, 56, of Orlando.
" Crystal Traugott of Or-
© larido witnessed the crash.

1=

+ "tye pulled over and ran

cluding three families, sev-
eral dealers and.auto fra-
ders. None, though, was
harmed by what turned out
t6 be a ticking time bomb of
a tire. All that changed

_that leases it out fora
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How a 124/ear—-oid 'récaTe& tife c;ta)ses- in écﬁ&em
that leaves ore Central Flosida man dead, another paralyzed |

i Nov. 1994
Carolyn Mills-Meyer, a Sarascta fitness-
i club employee, buys the Explorer to
drive to and from work and on er-

. rands. The tire'is stored beneath the
cargo compartment as a spare.

Iy 2000

b ,
l]_inda L. Dickson, a friend of Mills-

April Meyer, buys the Explorer for her son, — * -
1993 - Kevin Fleming, a student at the Univer-
The tire is : sity of Central Florida, Flemiing twice
p_:roduced uses the spare when he has a flat, but
at a Firestone as soon as the tire is repaired, the
E!an; in ngiettg, | spare goes back into its rack.
uebec, Canada.
Sop‘ta 2004
May 1993 Linda L Dickson and her som, Kevin
l! shipped toa 4 | Fieming, donate the Explorer, with
Ford plant in about 125,000 miles an it, ta The

Purple Heart Services Foundation, a
Tampa-area nonprofit. The vehicle is
white Ford Explorer. sofd through an auto auction 10 ar
E£ard then ships the Oviedo dealer, Dynamic Cars.

Explorer to Plantation

Ford, a dealership Michael and Ragquet Enriquez, 2 Dalto-

na couple, buy the Explorer, with the
Firestone now on the right front hub,
as her work vehicle, They upgrade the
tires, buying three used Michelins, and
shift the Firestone to the right rear.

year and then sells it
to an auto wholesaler
that wades ittca
Sarasota dealer.

SOURCES: Circuit Court, Fioﬁﬁighway patrol récords
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